Editor’s Comment:
Decision: Major Revision
The manuscript presents useful two-season field data and demonstrates a consistent suppressive effect of rice straw mulch on weed density and biomass in groundnut. However, several issues should be addressed before the manuscript can be considered for publication, particularly clarification of the statistical analysis for the split-plot design and seasonal effects, treatment of relative weed-density data, moderation of conclusions not directly supported by the experiment, and correction of the contradictory AI-use declarations. The manuscript also requires careful language and presentation editing.
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