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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript reviews heavy metal pollution (Pb, Cd, Cr, As, etc.) in major Indian rivers like Ganga, Yamuna, and Brahmaputra, identifying sources such as industrial effluents and agriculture. It analyzes spatial/temporal distribution, ecological/health impacts, statistical tools, pollution indices, and remediation strategies.The work highlights basin-specific hotspots exceeding WHO/CPCB limits and proposes integrated policy solutions for sustainable river management.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is partially suitable as it broadly covers sources, impacts, and remediation strategies for heavy metal pollution in Indian rivers. However, it lacks specificity on the manuscript's unique focus on basin-wise analysis (e.g., Ganga, Yamuna), pollution indices, statistical tools, and policy integration. A stronger alternative is: "Heavy Metal Contamination in Major Indian River Basins: Sources, Spatio-Temporal Patterns, Pollution Assessment, and Integrated Remediation Strategies.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is mostly comprehensive, covering sources, impacts, distribution, and remediation of heavy metal pollution in Indian rivers. It could be improved by adding specifics like basin hotspots (e.g., Ganga-Yamuna), pollution indices (HPI, PLI), and statistical tools (PCA), while tightening repetitive phrasing for conciseness. No deletions needed, but these enhancements would better highlight the manuscript's synthesis of 67 studies.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound, accurately depicting heavy metal pollution sources, concentrations exceeding CPCB/WHO limits (e.g., Pb/Cr in Yamuna/Ganga), basin hotspots, impacts, and tools like HPI/PLI. Claims align with recent studies on 81 contaminated Indian rivers and Yamuna's urban-industrial pollution. Minor generalizations exist but do not undermine validity.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are sufficient (130+ citations, sources from 2000-2025 across Science Direct, CPCB reports, etc.) and recent, covering key Indian river data and methods. Minor gap: limited 2025+ studies on climate-metal trends. Suggested additions: Upadhyay et al. (2024, Scientific Reports); Sharma et al. (2025, CPCB Report); Bhuyan et al. (2023, Environmental Earth Sciences)
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Thorough proofreading and professional language editing required to meet peer-review journal standards. Key issues include grammatical errors and awkward phrasing (e.g., run-on sentences, missing spaces after citations like "6 11"), repetitive sentence structures and non-standard academic expressions and Inconsistent formatting (e.g., "TITLE 4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
	

	Optional/General comments
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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