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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses an important topic concerning the role of soil and water conservation practices in improving rural livelihoods and restoring land resources in Ethiopia. The study provides empirical evidence on how conservation measures contribute to income improvement, crop productivity, livestock holdings, and environmental sustainability at the watershed level. Such localized assessments are valuable for policymakers, development practitioners, and researchers working on sustainable land management and climate resilience. Therefore, the study has practical and scientific relevance for agricultural development and resource conservation in developing countries.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Minor language refinement is suggested for clarity and grammatical correctness.
“Contribution of Soil and Water Conservation Practices to Livelihood Improvement and Land Resource Restoration in Meribo and Halu Sub-Watersheds, Wondogenet Woreda, Sidama Region, Ethiopia.”


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract covers the objective, methods, and results; however, it is not clearly written and requires substantial revision for grammar, clarity, and organization. Several sentences are fragmented or grammatically incorrect, which reduces readability. For example:

· “land degradation has long been problems in Ethiopia in generaliy, Wondogenet woreda in particulari”

· “The required data were collected from 162 household heads selected useing gpurposive and simple random sampling techniques.”

· “Soil and water conservation practices have a contributed to improve the livelihood of families in the study area.”

These sentences contain spelling and grammatical errors and should be rewritten in clear academic English. The authors are advised to restructure the abstract following a logical sequence (background–objective–methods–results–conclusion), present key quantitative results more concisely, remove repetition, and add a clear concluding statement on policy implications. Careful language editing is strongly recommended.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound in its research design and analytical methods. The use of descriptive statistics, independent t-tests, and binary logistic regression is appropriate for the stated objectives. However, several methodological descriptions require clarification and improved presentation. For example:

· “The sample size was determined using a formula adapted in a rule of thumb.”

· “The dependent variable in this study isthe soil and water conservation practice of the household head.”
The sample size determination lacks clear justification and explanation, and some variable definitions are unclear or poorly formatted. The authors should explicitly explain the sampling formula, define all variables clearly, and present statistical procedures more systematically. Improving clarity and consistency will enhance the scientific rigor of the study.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list is generally adequate and relevant to soil and water conservation studies. However, some entries show inconsistencies in formatting and completeness. For example, some references lack proper punctuation, journal details, or consistent citation style. Additionally, a few sources appear to be theses, reports, or non-peer-reviewed documents. The authors are encouraged to prioritize recent peer-reviewed journal articles, ensure all references are directly related to the study topic, and standardize formatting according to journal guidelines.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality requires major improvement. Numerous grammatical errors, spelling mistakes, and unclear sentence constructions are present throughout the manuscript. Examples include:

· “The study area is located about 272 kilometers south of Addis Ababa”

· “Quantitative and qualitative research approaches were employed using cross-sectional survey”

· “the farmer and they believe that grass strip makes their land out of crop cover”

Such errors reduce readability and academic quality. Professional language editing or thorough proofreading is strongly recommended before publication.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The topic and dataset are valuable; however, the manuscript requires major revisions to improve clarity and presentation. Several sections contain repetitive explanations and unclear phrasing. Some tables have formatting inconsistencies, and terminology such as SWC and SWCP is used interchangeably. The authors should carefully revise grammar, standardize terminology, improve table presentation, and strengthen analytical discussion rather than descriptive repetition. With these corrections, the manuscript can make a meaningful contribution to sustainable land management research.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No
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