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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	his manuscript addresses a pivotal shift in the global trading system, where technological "readiness" is increasingly superseding traditional resource endowments. The study’s primary contribution lies in its empirical bridge between AI readiness and the export performance of Digitally Deliverable Services (DDS), particularly within the context of developing economies. By shifting the focus from static comparative advantage to a dynamic, policy-driven framework, the authors provide a timely roadmap for emerging markets seeking to leverage the "leapfrogging" potential of the digital economy. It is a significant addition to the literature on digital trade and economic development.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes. The title is precise and impactful. It effectively captures the core variables AI readiness and Comparative Advantage while clearly defining the geographical and sectoral scope of the research.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is well-structured, providing a clear summary of the methodology, key findings (e.g., the 3.3% increase), and policy recommendations. To further enhance its impact, a brief explicit mention of the primary data sources (e.g., UNCTAD/World Bank) within the abstract would offer immediate transparency regarding the empirical foundation of the study.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is methodologically robust. The adoption of a two-way fixed-effects (FE) regression model is highly appropriate, as it effectively controls for time-invariant country characteristics and global temporal shocks. Furthermore, the authors’ use of Instrumental Variables (IV) to address potential endogeneity and reverse causality adds a layer of empirical rigor often missing in similar studies. Regarding the choice of estimators, the decision to avoid Dynamic Panel Models (GMM) is theoretically sound; given the time dimension (T=13), GMM would likely suffer from instrument proliferation. The current FE/IV approach provides more stable and reliable estimates for this specific panel structure.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are relevant and mostly up to date. The manuscript cites key studies in digital trade and AI economics. Nevertheless, the inclusion of a few more recent peer-reviewed journal articles on AI readiness indices and digital services trade would further strengthen the literature base.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality is high, utilizing sophisticated economic terminology. The narrative flow is logical, though a final proofreading of the discussion section could further polish the transitions between empirical results and policy implications.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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