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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper makes a contribution to the empirical literature on financial management practices and firm growth in cooperative Financial Institutions which still is under-researched especially in emerging economies. The study concentrates on SACCOs in Kenya and then provides Kenyan specific evidence of the role of cash management, capital budgeting and financing practices as they affect return on asset. The results provide important implications to researchers, policymakers, and practitioners in terms of the financial governance, sustainability, performance of member-based FIs. The study also provides theoretical implications to funding priority and agency theories in cooperative finance.
	Thank you for recognising the relevance of the manuscript



	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, The name is clear, focused, and when referring to the study accurately covers the content and nature of this study. It aptly captures the main constructs of interest (financial management practices and growth), the institutional setting (SACCos) and the geographical environment (Kenya).
	Thank you 

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, it provides a comprehensive list of the study background, objectives, methodology, theoretical basis, main results and policy recommendations. No major additions are required. However, the abstract would benefit from a brief statement of years covered and numbers in the sample.
	Thank you for your positive feedback

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the paper is scientifically sound. Relevant theories have been considered and appropriate descriptive research design is used, with suitable statistical tools such as diagnostic test and multiple regression analysis. There is clarity and coherence in the methodology, analysis of data and interpretation of results with respect to research aim.
	Thank you for reviewing the manuscript

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The citations are adequate and include both classic and current literature on finance management, capital budgeting, and organization expansion. There are a number of good sources but some more recent (2022-24) peer-reviewed papers on cooperative finance or financial governance would help the literature base.
	More recent and relevant references have been added

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the writing is clear and appropriate for publication. Some general editing may be required to improve the clarity and consistency, but this does not impact on scientific quality.
	Grammar and language have been corrected and improved

	Optional/General comments


	The paper is tidy, well organised and easy to comprehend; it is also logically developed and provides a useful contribution to the cooperative finance literature. With some language fine-tuning and strengthening of recent statements, it is ready for publication.
	Thank you for your appreciation
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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