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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a relevant and timely issue within corporate governance research, particularly in the context of emerging market banking systems. The focus on board characteristics and financial performance in Kenyan commercial banks contributes meaningful empirical evidence to ongoing governance-performance debates. The longitudinal panel dataset enhances the credibility of the findings, and the policy implications regarding gender diversity are especially valuable. With modest refinements, this study has the potential to make a solid contribution to the existing literature.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is clear and accurately reflects the core focus of the study. If the moderating role of capital adequacy is retained in the final manuscript, the authors may consider slightly expanding the title to reflect this dimension.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract clearly outlines the purpose, methodology, and principal findings. For improved clarity, the authors may briefly specify the financial performance proxy used and clarify whether the moderating role of capital adequacy was empirically tested. A slight moderation of the policy recommendation tone in the abstract would further enhance scholarly balance.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study is conceptually sound and generally well-structured. The panel regression approach is appropriate for the research objectives. However, a few refinements would strengthen the methodological transparency. First, clarification regarding model selection (fixed vs. random effects and any diagnostic tests conducted) would be beneficial. Second, inclusion or discussion of key control variables commonly used in banking performance studies (e.g., bank size, leverage, macroeconomic factors) would improve robustness. Third, a brief discussion acknowledging the relatively low R-squared value and its implications would enhance analytical balance. These refinements are primarily clarificatory rather than structural and can be addressed without major redesign of the study.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript is supported by a broad range of references. The authors may consider replacing a few non-academic sources with additional peer-reviewed journal articles to further strengthen academic rigor. Minor consistency checks in citation formatting are also recommended.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is generally clear and readable. Minor grammatical polishing and stylistic refinement would enhance flow and precision. A careful proofreading review is recommended prior to final submission.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, the study is relevant, empirically grounded, and policy meaningful. The revisions suggested above are primarily aimed at strengthening methodological clarity and academic positioning rather than altering the core findings. The manuscript is close to publishable standard with minor revisions.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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