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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper will concentrate on analyzing the correlation between financial fraud, forensic accounting and corporate performance in the Nigerian Deposit Money Banks through panel regression analysis and causality analysis. The use of a moderating framework and Granger causality in the study adds to the banking and forensic accounting literature because it builds on previous empirical studies in emerging economies. The results have pertinent implications to the regulators and banks that are interested in fraud management and sustenance of performance.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is suitable and suitable to the degrees and variables of the study. There is no substantial revision that is needed.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is concise and informative with the summarisation of objectives, methodology and findings. The suggestion of minor refinement is that the study period should be mentioned and that the technical terminology should be minimized to allow a wider audience.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The article is scientifically viable. The research design, variable measurement, econometric techniques and diagnostic tests used are suitable and well utilized. The authors should, however, make sure to use the term moderating and not mediating all through the manuscript.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The sources are sufficient and rather up-to-date. The literature base would be further enhanced by the inclusion of one or two high-impact international journal articles on forensic accounting or banking fraud.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language can be considered as scholarly publication but needs some grammatical and stylistic editing to enhance clarity and conciseness.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Clarify the theoretical contribution more explicitly in the conclusion.

· Improve consistency in terminology and table presentation.
	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

There are no issues found. The research relies on secondary data of publicly available sources.
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