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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper looks at the connection between poor food availability and infectious diseases in Benue State Nigeria as a public health issue. Statistical methods confirm that HIV, tuberculosis, hepatitis B, malaria, and typhoid lead to food poverty as demonstrated by this study. The study explains how health and food access affect each other to support better decisions from healthcare workers and community developers working in food insecure areas.

By applying co-integration and causality tests this research offers a valuable approach to analyzing relationships between health and food security dynamics. The research methods align precisely with the project requirements. This work requires better organization and refinement of presentation techniques in academic writing.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, "Co-integration and Causality Analysis of the Impact of Infectious Diseases on the Population in Food Poverty in Benue State-Nigeria," is informative and reflects the study's focus. However, a more concise alternative could be:

"The Impact of Infectious Diseases on Food Poverty: Evidence from Benue State, Nigeria"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract covers all the main points of the study by showing its purpose research approach main discoveries and suggested actions. However, consider the following improvements: • Highlight specific results: Please share exact measurement data from your analysis of causality and co-integration relationships. • Shorten recommendations: Present the main recommendations compressed into a single point that shows how health and agricultural policies should work together. Suggested revision for the last part: The research suggests we need better ways to prevent diseases while linking health and farming policies plus local disease monitoring systems to help Benue State deal with hunger and illness problems.

Other suggestions include;

1. Avoid overly technical language in the abstract. For example, phrases like "integrated of order one, I(1)" might not be immediately clear to a general audience. Instead, you could state, "The study found that all variables become stationary after first differencing."

2. Emphasize the implications of the findings more succinctly, particularly how they contribute to policy or practice.

3. Clarify acronyms like "HBV" and "VECM" for broader accessibility.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears scientifically sound. The use of established econometric techniques, such as the Johansen co-integration test, vector error correction model, and Granger causality tests, is appropriate for analyzing time-series data. The interpretations align with the results presented, and the statistical robustness of findings is confirmed through detailed diagnostics. No glaring methodological flaws were observed.
Few suggestions include;

1. Provide a brief rationale for selecting these specific infectious diseases (HIV, TB, HBV, malaria, and typhoid) and their unique relevance to Benue State.

2. Define acronyms like "ADF" and "OLS" at first mention.

3. Simplify technical descriptions where possible. For instance, the explanation of the ADF test could be condensed to focus on its purpose and significance.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and recent, covering a broad range of relevant studies from 2008 to 2021. However, integrating more recent works (2022–2023) on infectious diseases and food insecurity, especially in the Nigerian or Sub-Saharan African context, would enhance the study's currency. 

some of the suggested sources include:

· Recent reports from organizations like FAO or WHO on food insecurity and public health.

· Studies on post-COVID-19 impacts on food systems and health in Africa.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Language and Presentation

· Strengths: The paper is generally clear, but some sections are overly technical.

· Suggestions:

1. Simplify complex sentences for better readability. For example, "Granger causality tests reveal that all the infectious diseases under study Granger caused the population of people in food poverty in Benue State" can be rewritten as "The Granger causality tests indicate that all the infectious diseases studied significantly influence food poverty in Benue State."

2. Ensure consistent formatting of headings and subheadings for a professional appearance.

3. Check for grammatical errors, particularly in subject-verb agreement and punctuation. For instance, "Benue State of Nigeria" should be "Benue State, Nigeria."


	

	Optional/General comments


	· Ensure consistent formatting of tables and figures to enhance readability.

· Clarify whether the study's findings are generalizable to other regions or specific to Benue State.

· Provide additional context about the potential policy impacts of the research findings.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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