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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript makes a valuable contribution to the scientific community by empirically demonstrating that financial literacy acts as a critical moderator in the relationship between fintech adoption and SME financial performance. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	Yes, the title is suitable. It clearly identifies the key variables (fintech, financial literacy, SME financial performance), the moderating role, and the geographic context 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is generally clear and informative but could be strengthened with minor additions for completeness and scholarly precision.
Suggestions:
1. Specify the sample size and context: Add “based on a survey of 312 unbanked and low-income respondents across Nigeria” to clarify the empirical basis.
2. Name the analytical method: Replace “multiple regression analyses” with “Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression” to reflect the methodology used.
3. Include model fit: Mention that the model explains 71.8% of the variance (R² = 0.718) to highlight its explanatory power.

These additions would enhance transparency and academic rigour without lengthening the abstract significantly.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript “AI-Powered Credit Scoring Models for Inclusive Finance: Evaluating the Role of AI in Bridging Nigeria’s Credit Gap” is scientifically correct.

The study employs a rigorous quantitative research design using a well-structured survey of 312 respondents from Nigeria’s unbanked and low-income population. It correctly applies Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression for hypothesis testing, which is appropriate for cross-sectional data and continuous dependent variables like financial inclusion.

All diagnostic tests confirm model validity:
· Durbin–Watson statistic (1.92) indicates no autocorrelation
· VIF values < 5 rule out multicollinearity
· Breusch–Pagan test (p = 0.253) confirms homoskedasticity
· Shapiro–Wilk test (p = 0.126) supports normality of residuals
· R² = 0.718 demonstrates strong explanatory power

The constructs; alternative data, trust, awareness, and perceived risk—are operationally defined using validated Likert-scale items, and Cronbach’s Alpha values (0.80–0.88) confirm high internal consistency and reliability.

The findings are theoretically grounded in Financial Inclusion Theory, Diffusion of Innovations Theory, and Information Asymmetry Theory, and the results logically align with these frameworks.

In summary, the methodology, analysis, interpretation, and conclusions are empirically sound, statistically robust, and scientifically valid.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are generally sufficient and largely recent (mostly 2020–2025), reflecting up-to-date engagement with literature on AI, financial inclusion, and credit scoring. The paper appropriately cites foundational theories (e.g., Stiglitz & Weiss, 1981; Rogers, 2003) while grounding its empirical discussion in current global and Nigerian-specific studies. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language and English quality of the article “AI-Powered Credit Scoring Models for Inclusive Finance: Evaluating the Role of AI in Bridging Nigeria’s Credit Gap” are suitable for scholarly communication. 
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No
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