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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a gap in financial inclusion literature by empirically evaluating AI's role in credit scoring for underserved populations in Nigeria, a developing economy with high unbanked rates. It provides valuable insights into how alternative data, trust, and awareness can enhance access to finance, aligning with global sustainable development goals like SDGs 1, 8, and 9. The study's use of regression analysis on primary data offers practical evidence for policymakers and FinTech practitioners in Sub-Saharan Africa, where similar challenges exist. Overall, it contributes to the discourse on ethical AI deployment in inclusive finance, potentially guiding future research in emerging markets.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable as it clearly captures the focus on AI-powered credit scoring, inclusive finance and Nigeria's credit gap.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive, covering the problem, methodology, key findings, conclusions and recommendations. No major additions or deletions are needed.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript appears scientifically sound. It employs appropriate methods like descriptive statistics, correlation and multiple regression on Likert-scale survey data, with robust diagnostics (e.g., normality, multicollinearity tests). Hypotheses are tested logically and findings align with established theories.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and recent, with a mix of global and Nigeria-specific studies.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language is suitable for scholarly communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	
	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical issues are apparent.
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