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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important to the scientific community because it fills a notable gap in understanding how firm characteristics influence the profitability of SACCOs at the county level in Kenya. By providing empirical evidence on the roles of firm size, liquidity, capital structure, and firm age, it strengthens theoretical applications within cooperative finance. The findings offer valuable insights for researchers and policymakers working to enhance the sustainability of SACCOs in emerging economies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is clear, direct, and academically appropriate. It accurately describes the study variables (firm characteristics, profitability) and specifies the context (SACCOs in Laikipia County, Kenya). For academic journals, this title is acceptable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive, well-structured, and academically sound. It includes all essential components: background, gap, objectives, methodology, key results, and recommendations. It is strong for academic publication.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct, with a clear research problem, relevant theories, appropriate methodology, and logically interpreted findings. The theoretical framework (Pecking Order, Agency, Signalling) is correctly applied to SACCOs, and the results are consistent with prior research.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient, relevant, and mostly recent (2018–2023). They support the theoretical and empirical arguments well. Still, adding a few newer (2021–2024) empirical studies on firm characteristics and SACCO performance would further strengthen the manuscript’s contemporary relevance.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the English is generally suitable for scholarly communication.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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