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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript contributes valuable empirical data on barley variety performance under South Ethiopian agro-ecological conditions, addressing critical knowledge gaps in crop adaptation for smallholder farming systems. The identification of three broadly adapted varieties (Walashe, HB 1965, and HB 1966) with 14-21% yield advantages over local checks provides actionable recommendations for agricultural extension programs and breeding initiatives targeting food security improvement. Furthermore, the documentation of specific adaptation patterns, exemplified by Abdane's superior performance at Gedeb, enhances understanding of genotype × environment interactions essential for precision agriculture. These findings support evidence-based variety selection strategies and inform regional agricultural policy, potentially impacting thousands of barley farmers in the region while contributing to the broader scientific discourse on crop adaptation and yield stability in variable environments.
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	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language needs revision and improvement in most sections of the manuscript.
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