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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper gives an important contribution to the study of corporate governance (especially the aspect of the characteristic of audit committee) and financial reporting, especially in the Nigerian oil and gas industry which is still not much explored. The topic is very relevant because Financial Reporting Quality remain big concerns in many emerging markets. By analyzing audit committee independence, size, and meeting frequency, the study helps to show which aspects of governance can really improve the quality of financial reporting. The use of data for ten years (2014–2024) also makes the result stronger and more reliable. In general, the findings provide useful input for regulators and practitioners who want to improve audit committee performance and increase investor confidence.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes, the title of the article is already suitable because it clearly reflects the main focus and variables studied — audit committee attributes and financial reporting quality in the Nigerian oil and gas companies. The wording is clear and direct, which makes it easy for readers to understand what the paper is about.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is clear and easy to understand. It explains well the purpose, variables, method, and main findings. The topic is important and relevant for improving governance in Nigerian oil and gas firms. However, it can be better if the author adds one short sentence about the methodology: mixed-method more clearly. Also, it would be good to close the abstract with one line about the study’s contribution to knowledge or policy.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The paper is scientifically strong and well organized. The model, variable measurement, and regression method are suitable for the research purpose. The statistical results are explained clearly, and the interpretation matches the findings. The connection between the theory and the results is also logical and easy to follow.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list is already very good and complete. Most of the citations are from recent years (2022–2025), showing that the author uses up-to-date and relevant sources. It also combines international and Nigerian studies, which makes the discussion more balanced and contextual.
To make it even better, the author can add one or two more references from global organizations, like the 2024 or 2025 OECD or World Bank governance reports, for a wider policy comparison. Also, if available, including recent IFRS or Accounting Nigerian Body discussion papers about audit committee effectiveness would make the review stronger. Overall, the references are already sufficient and show good engagement with current research.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript uses very good academic English and has a clear and logical structure. The writing style is formal but still easy to follow, and the technical terms are used correctly. The sentences flow smoothly and are well connected. Maybe just a few small things can be improved, like checking the commas and shortening some long sentences in the introduction. Overall, the paper is well written and already suitable for academic publication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, this article is well written and presents an interesting and relevant topic about audit committee characteristics and financial reporting quality in Nigerian oil and gas firms. The research is clearly explained, with a good structure and logical flow from introduction to conclusion. The methodology is appropriate, and the findings are presented in a clear and understandable way. In general, it is a good and meaningful study that contributes to the development of corporate governance research, especially in the context of emerging market. 
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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