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	The investigation of gut microbial composition using high-throughput 16S rRNA gene sequencing coupled with growth performance data offers a comprehensive understanding of how genotype and sex influence gut microbiota and growth traits. Such findings are important for advancing microbiome-informed management strategies to improve poultry productivity and health, potentially applicable beyond Nigerian indigenous chickens. The study contributes to filling knowledge gaps about the microbiome-host genotype interaction in tropical poultry breeds, which are less studied compared to commercial broilers and layers.
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