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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This is a well-structured and scientifically sound manuscript that investigates an important policy issue: the relationship between business taxation and profitability in the agrochemical sector. The study makes a meaningful contribution to literature on taxation and SME profitability, particularly within the agricultural input industry in Kenya, a context that is both under-researched and economically significant. The findings offer valuable implications for fiscal policy, business strategy, and agricultural development in emerging economies.

This study provides empirical evidence on how different categories of taxes VAT, corporate tax, excise duty, and import levy affect firm profitability. Its originality lies in focusing on agrochemical dealers, a niche sector often overlooked in taxation research. The conclusions can guide policymakers in designing tax structures that support both revenue collection and sectoral growth. It also enriches comparative research across African economies and contributes to sustainable business and fiscal policy literature.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes. The title is concise, informative, and accurately reflects the scope and variables of the study. No change is required.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes. The abstract effectively summarizes the objectives, methodology, major findings, and key recommendations. It clearly communicates the study’s contribution. No additions are necessary.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The research design, data collection methods, and statistical analyses (correlation, regression, ANOVA) are appropriate and well-applied. The study adheres to sound empirical and ethical research principles.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes. The references are comprehensive, relevant, and mostly recent (2019–2024), covering theoretical and empirical works. They adequately support the study’s framework and findings.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes. The manuscript demonstrates strong academic English with clear organization, logical flow, and professional tone. Only minor grammatical refinements could be considered, but overall it is publish-ready.


	

	Optional/General comments


	This is an excellent paper suitable for publication with only minor editorial proofreading (if desired). It provides both academic and practical insights and meets the standards for scholarly communication in economics and finance.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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