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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	 The study addresses a highly relevant problem: enhancing chickpea productivity and profitability while maintaining soil health through integrated nutrient management (INM).

 Given the importance of chickpea in India’s cropping systems and the rising demand for sustainable practices, the research question is timely and valuable.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is slightly long. Consider trimming by reducing repetition (e.g., “consistently outperformed other treatments” and “recording the highest” could be merged).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	  Remove repetition of INM concepts (merge into the concluding paragraph).

  Clarify FAO 2020 vs 2025 data.

  Break long sentences for readability.

  Add smoother transitions between global → national → problem context.

You mention “10.57° N latitude and 75.20° E longitude” → That location corresponds to Kerala, not Rajasthan. Chittorgarh, Rajasthan is roughly 24.88° N, 74.63° E. Please re-check your site coordinates. Journals often catch such errors quickly.

  T4 and T7 have the same base combination (75% RDF + 25% vermicompost), but T7 includes biofertilizers. You may want to emphasize this difference clearly.

  Units need consistency: e.g., “1.5 tha-1” should be 1.5 t ha⁻¹.

  Ensure spacing consistency (kg ha⁻¹, t ha⁻¹, cm, DAS).

Mention the variety of chickpea used, as variety can significantly affect performance.

· Correct geographic coordinates.

· Standardize units (t ha⁻¹, kg ha⁻¹, DAS).

· Remove “Present Study” tags.

· Add crop variety name.

· Cite methods for nutrient estimation.

· Strengthen statistical analysis section (ANOVA, LSD, software).

  Fix numbering & formatting of subsections and tables.

  Standardize treatment notation (T₁, T₂ …).

 Deepen discussion: explain why results occurred (soil fertility improvement, microbial action, nutrient uptake) + cite more literature.

  Interpret CD values explicitly (statistical significance).

  Double-check table alignment and values for typos.

 Clarify economics: T₇ = highest returns, T₂ = most cost-efficient.

Phrases like “substantially improve growth, yield, and profitability” and “leading to maximum plant growth, biomass accumulation, grain yield, and economic returns” overlap. You can merge them for conciseness.

A conclusion should briefly reflect that the observed differences were statistically significant (based on your CD/SE values).
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