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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study fills an important research gap by exploring the impact of working capital management on the financial sustainability of micro and small cleaning enterprises in a semi-urban African context. It uniquely applies multiple theoretical frameworks and a mixed-methods design, enhancing the robustness of its findings. The research offers valuable insights for policymakers, SME support programs, and entrepreneurs aiming to strengthen financial resilience. Its focus on cash flow, credit, and inventory management makes it practically relevant 

and replicable across similar sectors.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable. It is clear, precise, and directly reflects the scope, variables, and geographic focus of the study. It will attract readers who are interested in WCM, financial sustainability, and SMEs in developing countries.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive, summarizing the research problem, objectives, methodology, major findings, and implications. However, the following minor refinements could enhance clarity and conciseness:

· Remove the duplicate word “that” in “The study found that that cash flow...”

· Consider specifying the statistical significance level (p<0.05) for readers to understand the robustness of the findings.

· The last sentence could briefly mention the practical contribution: e.g., “These results provide actionable insights for managers of small cleaning enterprises and policymakers aiming to strengthen the financial resilience of the sector.”
Overall, no major deletions are needed, only slight polishing for flow.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound, with a strong theoretical framework linking RBV, liquidity preference, credit risk, and EOQ theories to WCM. Its methodology, including explanatory design, stratified sampling, and robust statistical analysis, is appropriate and rigorous. The findings are statistically significant, align with existing literature, and support well-reasoned conclusions.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are comprehensive, current (up to 2024), and well-balanced between local and international studies. They adequately support the study’s context and analysis with no critical omissions. Adding a few recent (2024–2025) studies on SME financial resilience could further strengthen the review but is not essential.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is generally suitable for scholarly communication. The manuscript is clear and uses correct academic terminology. However, there are occasional minor grammatical issues (e.g., “that that,” run-on sentences, missing articles) which could be improved through light professional proofreading. These are surface-level issues and do not affect comprehension or scholarly quality.
	

	Optional/General comments


	It seems fine and can be published with a minor correction.
	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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