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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study provides valuable insights into the use of vermicompost as a sustainable organic fertiliser for enhancing avocado seedling growth in Ethiopia’s Sidama Region and Gedeo Zone. 

By comparing different application rates across multiple agro-ecological zones, it identifies location-specific nutrient management practices that can boost seedling vigour and grafting success. 

The findings contribute to sustainable horticultural practices, reduce reliance on chemical fertilizers, and promote environmentally friendly avocado production. 

This research can guide farmers, extension agents, and policymakers in improving productivity and quality in avocado cultivation.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Effect of Vermicompost on Growth of Avocado (Persea americana Mill.) Seedlings in Sidama Region and Gedeo Zone, Ethiopia"

 "Vermicompost Application for Enhanced Growth of Avocado Seedlings in Southern Ethiopia"


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Removing minor location and coordinate details (better suited for Materials & Methods).

Clarifying key results with exact comparative values and statistical significance.

Adding a clear concluding sentence highlighting the practical implications for farmers and sustainable avocado production.

Shortening overly detailed treatment descriptions and focusing on the most effective treatments.

Ensuring flow: problem → method → key results → conclusion/importance.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Based on the provided content, the manuscript appears scientifically sound in its objectives, experimental design, and general methodology. The use of a Randomized Complete Block Design (RCBD), replication, and statistical analysis with SAS software is appropriate. The results align logically with the stated methods, and conclusions are supported by the data.

However, for full scientific rigor:

· Clarify statistical significance (p-values, LSD/SE) in the results.

· Correct minor inconsistencies (e.g., double decimal in "0..7 kg/plant").

· Ensure consistent units (kg/plant, kg/ha, cm).

· Strengthen the discussion by relating findings to previous studies more directly


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Your manuscript includes several relevant references, but many are over a decade old and may not fully reflect the most recent research on vermicompost use in horticulture and avocado production. To strengthen the literature base, you could:

Update with recent studies (last 5–7 years) on vermicompost effects in fruit crops, particularly avocado and other perennial trees.

Include more Ethiopia-specific horticultural and soil fertility research to enhance local relevance.

Add references from high-impact journals (e.g., Scientia Horticulturae, Journal of Plant Nutrition and Soil Science, Agronomy, Journal of Horticultural Science & Biotechnology).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Strengths:
· Technical terms are mostly used correctly.

· Structure follows a logical scientific format.

Areas for improvement:
· Grammar and punctuation: Some sentences are long and need splitting for clarity.

· Consistency in terms and units: e.g., “0..7 kg” → “0.7 kg”; “hectar” → “hectare.”

· Verb tense consistency: Past tense for methods/results, present tense for conclusions.

· Avoid redundancy: Some background details and location descriptions could be shortened.

· Improve readability: Replace overly technical or awkward phrasing with concise academic style.

With careful copyediting, the manuscript can fully meet scholarly standards.


	

	Optional/General comments


	General Comments:

The manuscript addresses an important topic in sustainable horticulture by evaluating vermicompost for avocado seedling growth across multiple agro-ecological zones in Ethiopia. The study’s multi-location approach and comparison of different vermicompost application rates provide valuable, practical recommendations for farmers and extension services. The experimental design (RCBD with replication) is appropriate, and the results are relevant to improving avocado production and reducing reliance on chemical fertilisers.

However, the manuscript would benefit from:

Streamlining the abstract to present the problem, methods, key findings, and implications.

Updating and expanding the reference list with recent literature.

Improving language clarity, grammar, and unit consistency.

Presenting statistical significance and variability (SE/LSD) for key results.

Slightly shortening overly detailed site descriptions and treatment lists in the abstract.

Overall, this is a well-conducted study with potential to make a meaningful contribution to the literature on organic soil amendments in perennial fruit crops. With minor revisions, it will be suitable for publication.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)


	


Reviewer details:

Thirunahari Ugandhar, Kakatiya Govt College (A) Hanumakonda, India
Created by: EA
              Checked by: ME                                             Approved by: CEO
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)


